Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 106331 
ORIGIN 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSO-00 HA-05 INRE-00 AID-05 CIAE-00 
COME-00 EB-08 FRB-03 INR-10 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 
XMB-02 OPIC-03 SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 NSCE-00 
SS-15 STR-07 CEA-01 ICAE-00 AF-10 ARA-10 EA-10 
EUR-12 NEA-10 /134R 

DRAFTED BY IO/HR:WEHEWITT:BKM 
APPROVED BY IO:GAD ALLEY 

059829 261728Z/75 

OR261713ZAPR78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
INFO USMISSION GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 106331 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ECOSOC, UNHRC 

SUBJECT:ECOSOC: DRAFT RESOLUTION ON ENLARGEMENT OF THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

1. RE DRAFT RESOLUTION DATAFAXED TO DEPT, CO-SPONSORED 
BY ARGENTINA AND PHILIPPINES PROPOSING THAT THE ECOSOC 
DECIDE TO INCREASE THE NUMBER OE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS TO 43, USDEL SHOULD APPROPRIATELY ENCOURAGE 
MOVES, WHICH WE UNDERSTAND ARE PRESENTLY UNDERWAY, TO 
PERSUADE CO-SPONSORS TO WITHDRAW DRAFT RESOLUTION. 

2. U.S. BASIC POSITION IS THAT EXISTING MEMBERSHIP OF 

HRC AT 32 MEMBERS IS OE MAXIMUM SIZE IF HRC IS TO FUNCTION 
WITH REQUISITE DEGREE OE EFEICIENCY AND DESPATCH. IN 
VIEW OF INCREASING NUMBER OF CANDIDACIES EOR MEMBERSHIP 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ON THE COMMISSION, WHICH HAS BEEN THE PATTERN IN RECENT 
YEARS, PRESSURES NO DOUBT WILL CONTINUE EOR ENLARGEMENT. 

WE THINK THAT SUCH MOVES SHOULD BE STRONGLY OPPOSED AS 
SOON AS THEY SURFACE. 

3. IN ADDITION TO OUR OPPOSITION IN PRINCIPLE, DEPT 

NOTES THAT DRAFT RESOLUTION ALSO CONTAINS FATAL DEFECT 
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OF NOT SPECIFYING HOW THE INCREASE IN NUMBERS WOULD BE 
DISTRIBUTED AMONG THE EIVE REGIONAL GROUPS. 

4. IP MOVES TO SECURE WITHDRAWAL OP RESOLUTION ARE 
UNSUCCESSFUL, USDEL MAY SUPPORT APPROPRIATE PROCEDURAL 
MOVES TO AVOID VOTE ON DRAFT RESOLUTION SUCH AS REPERRAL 
OP THE DRAFT TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION POR CONSIDERA- 
TION IN THE CONTEXT OF THE COMMISSION'S CONSIDERATION OP 
ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES AND WAYS AND MEANS WITHIN THE UN 
SYSTEM POR IMPROVING THE EFPECTIVE ENJOYMENT OP HUMAN 
RIGHTS. VANCE 


LIMITED OFPICIAL USE 
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